
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Socialization is the process of introducing a puppy to the world in a 
way that will help him be confident and unafraid of people, places, 
and things that he will encounter throughout his life. The most critical 
socialization window occurs before the age of 12 weeks, and that 
window is considered to be closing by 5 months. Generally, the 
younger the puppy is when he is socialized, the more quickly and 
easily he gains confidence. Waiting too long can result in a need for 
the more difficult process of rehabilitation instead of socialization. 
Most aggression issues are simply a result of inefficient socialization.  

Rules of socialization  

Each socialization exposure must be fun for your puppy. If he is forced 
to confront fears, he is not ready to handle the process can backfire 
and create a fearful/aggressive response. Go at his pace and at a 
distance he feels safe. Your puppy should be the one to initiate each 
approach to something new and be allowed to retreat when needed 
to feel safe.  

Socialization includes generalization. Though your puppy may be fine 
with the toddlers or dogs in your home, that does not mean he is fine 
with all children in dogs. Even if he is in a class, he will need to meet 
new and different dogs and people, and in different places, after his 
classmates and their owners become familiar to him. You need to 
continue to expose him to new things, places, and Contacts to best 
generalize his confidence with new things.  

Pair treats with exposure to make good associations. If your puppy is 
worried about those children he sees running across the street, it can 
help if the sight of the children makes a treat suddenly appear.  Or if 
he does not like her paws touched, a brief touch followed by a lick of 
peanut butter with a spoon can make paw touches easier to handle. If 
he will not take food, that is a good indication that you need to back 
up and lower the intensity of the exposure with more distance or less 
pressure. 

If your puppy seems to be fearful of certain things and doesn't gain 
confidence quickly please see a Positive Pup Training associate so we 
can help you with this.   
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Socialization Checklist 
Noises   People   Walking on Textures   Interactions with people   Meeting animals   
Fireworks  Kids 0-6 months   Gravel   Brushing   Birds   
Knock at the door   Kids 6-12 months   Asphalt   Petting   Rabbits   
Sirens   Kids 1-3 years   Cement   Holding  Puppies   
Traffic   Kids 4-6 years   Carpet   Picking up paws   Dogs   
Honking Horn   Kids 7-10 years   Wood  Touching tail  Kittens   
People Yelling  Kids 10 -12 year   Sand  Grabbing collar   Cats   
Doorbell   Teens 13 – 19 years   Marble   Clipping nails   Horses   
Stomping   Tall women   Ceramic   Brushing teeth   Sheep   
Thunderstorms   Short women   Turf   Checking between pads   Llama  
Children Playing   Tall men  Grass   Picking up back legs   Cows   
Laughing   Short men    Lifting muzzle   Pigs   
Crying   Women with glasses     Cleaning Ears   Ducks   
Arguing   Men with glasses   Places     Chickens   
Radio   Men with beard  Vet office       
TV  Bicyclist   Groomers       
Trains   Person in wheelchair   Parks       
  Person using walker  Pet store       
All sounds should be   Person using a cane   Hardware store      
Introduced slowly   Person on crutches    Outlet mall       
  Elderly men   Trails       
  Elderly women         
  People of all colors         
  Strollers         
  Women with hats         
  Men with hats         
  Skate boarders         
          
          
          

 


